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Dr. Lynch, Members of the Board of Trustees, Members of the
Faculty, Members of the Graduating Class, and Ladies and
Gentlemen:
It is a genuine pleasure to be with you today in the graduation
exercises of another fine class of the Medical College of South
Carolina. The achievements of this class are a source of personal
pride to me, and I have a citizen's pride in the glories of this great
medical institution.
I feel very close to the medical profession. My grandfather was
a doctor. My two brothers are doctors, and two of my brothers-inlaw are doctors. Several of my cousins are nurses and pharmacists.
Thus my interest in the medical profession is greater than that of
the usual layman.
The noble calling of the physician has always had an attraction
for high-minded men. The other day one great South Carolinian
recalled that in many ways he was sorry he had not become a
member of "this noblest of professions." As a youngster he was
taken by his mother to a phrenologist-one of those semi-scientific
experts upon whom you physicians are likely to frown. The
phrenologist examined the bumps on this boy's skull and then
asked his mother what she intended to do with him.
'Tm thinking of making him a doctor," the woman said.
"He will be a good doctor," said the phrenologist. "But my advice
is to take him where they are doing things in finance and politics
... he may even make good there, too."
Evidently the mother accepted this advice. For that boy is known
today in international politics and in finance as Bernard Baruch.
However, he still maintains an abiding interest in medical matters,
and is devoted to the welfare of our own Medical College. It is
a pity that more men of his calibre are not so minded.
There is no profession nobler in its ideals that that of the physician. He dedicates his life to humanity in the truest sense. He fights
a personal battle against pain and disease. No matter how he may
draw upon the great clinics and research laboratories for help, he
still must win that battle as an indivdual, alone but full of the
courage of his kind.
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Ours is an age of miracles. Atomic bombs and bacteria may doom
large cities in a matter of minutes. Machines travel faster than
sound. Yet even now man's finest accomplishment is to conquer
disease and safeguard health. Therefore, medicine cannot be put
on an assembly-line basis, as many would ask us to believe. It is
still a matter of fighting courage in the heart of the individual
doctor and the individual nurse.
That is why we of South Carolina have so much faith in this
great college, which is now in its 124th year. In the beginning, our
citizens were not so mindful of its importance as we are today.
When a law was first proposed to establish the school, the Legislature turned it down because of the cost. But in 1823, at the urging
of Dr. Samuel Dickson, Dr. Thomas Cooper, Dr. James Moultrie,
and many others, the Legislature authorized its establishment, and
the school opened in 1824.
We have come far since those days. Today, we can smile at the
fact that, in 1825, the Legislature appropriated only $10,000.00 for
the Medical College, and handed itself a pat on the back for doing
that much. Yet when we consider the condition of our State and
of the South today, we realize that there is much still to be done.
There is so much, in fact, that it amounts to a grim challenge.
Because of former backwardness, the South has been called the
Nation's "No. 1 Economic Problem". But that is no longer true.
Instead, the South is now the Nation's "No. 1 economic frontier".
And she is making more progress than any other section of the
country.
Economists say that the South could be the richest region on
the North American continent. Yet we live in a poorhouse compared
to other sections less favorably blessed. Surrounded by the bounties
of nature, we live poorly, while _outsiders send in branch offices
to tap our great market of 40,000,000 consumers. In most instances,
these outsiders are selling us products we can make ourselves.
But today, Southern eyes that were sleepy are opening. The
South is waking up. The trend, I am glad to say, is especially true
of South Carolina. It is interesting to note that, in 1929, the average
per capita income in our State was only 37 per cent of the national
average. In 1940, it was 50 per cent, in 1945 it was 58 per cent,
and by 1946 it had grown to 61 per cent.
In order to maintain this progress and to regain her former
prestige in the Nation, the South must not fail to exert every
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possible effort to move forward. Specifically, I feel it is essential
that South Carolina take these five important steps:

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Provide an honest, progressive, and efficient government.
Broaden and promote educational opportunities.
Develop greater production per person on the farm.
Sponsor greater industrial development.
Expand and foster an adequate health program.

In the field of government, South Carolina has made great
forward strides within an amazingly short time. Since January,
1947, when I brought to the attention of the General Assembly
the urgent need for action, a movement toward governmental reorganization has forged rapidly ahead. It culminated this year in
the establishment by the Legislature of a Commission to study
and reorganize the State Government; of a Committee to study the
revising of our sadly outmoded State Constitution; and of a
Committee to study possible' improvements in legislative procedure
and other steps to improve government. There is a challenging
opportunity for public service in this movement for good government, and we are hopeful that the coming years will bring reforms
of historical importance to our State.
In educational matters, progress since 1947 has been of equal
magnitude. School legislation passed last year was the most
progressive in the history of the State. This included the creation
of a permanent law for a State-supported nine-months school term,
and the best salary schedule for teachers ever provided. A school
survey was authorized to determine the needs of our school system
and recommend improvements. The State Department of Education
was reorganized to promote efficiency and better service. The
Division of School House Planning was re-established. A State
system of Area Trade Schools was created to provide a vocational
education for those who cannot go to college. The State now pays
the salaries of County Superintendents of Education. The education of children of deceased or disabled veterans of World War II
was provided for. Appropriations were augmented for various
educational services, such as vocational, Negro, adult, and transportation. And more adequate financial support was furnished for our
State institutions of higher learning.

The 1948 session of the General Assembly again increased the
State's appropriation for education. One of the outstanding features
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of our educational program for both years was the prov1s1on of
huge funds for construction and capital improvement projects in
educational institutions. In December, 1947, I signed a bill which
appropriated from the surplus a total of $10,260,000.00 for institutional building, of which $8,775,000.00 went to educational
purposes. In 1948, $1,302,000.00 additional was appropriated for
educational institutions, making a total of $10,077,000.00 provided
for construction in our institutions of learning during the two years.
It was particularly gratifying to me that a large portion of these
funds was directed to the State Medical College. This institution
received a total of $3, 100,000.00. This includes provision for a
sorely needed teaching hospital-clinic as the keystone of our State's
health program. I look forward to the day when the Medical College will be enlarged to afford entrance to more of our ambitious
young people, and when we can provide a dormitory to make it a
completed plant.
No Jess important to our State is the need for greater per capita
production on the farm. The average per capita farm income in
South Carolina is only $464.00, as compared with $962.00 for
other South Carolinians. Since we are predominantly agricultural,
it is easy to see how necessary it is that we assist our farmers to
reach higher income levels. This can be done by increasing per
capita production, through the use of machinery and more modern
farming methods.
One step in the direction of greater farm income was taken by
the General Assembly in 1948, when a State Marketing Commission
was created to provide a system of State Markets. The Legislature
this year also provided for construction of badly needed Farm-toMarket roads by the State Highway Department.
In the field of industrial development, South Carolina is enjoying
outstanding progress. With the encouragement and assistance of
the State Research, Planning and Development Board, new plants
valued at $12,120,000.00 started operations in our State during the
year 1947. Plants now under construction and scheduled to begin
operating this year are valued at $60,000,000.00. Since 1946, some
950 plants have scheduled expansion and construction to cost about
$120,000,000.00. So successful have South Carolina and other
Southern States been in this regard that recently the Lieutenant
Governor of Massachusetts whined publicly that we are "kidnapping" industries from the North. Call it what you will, we are
determined to encourage industrial development.
[4]

Such industrial concerns as DuPont, Celanese, Deering-Milliken,
Textron, J. P. Stevens, and many others too numerous to mention,
are realizing the potentialities of South Carolina, and there is a
veritable paradise of industrial production in the making in our
State.
Thus, South Carolina has perhaps done more in the past 18
months to advance the standards of her people than she is able
to accomplish normally in 18 years.

•

But in the fifth and last of these great points of progress, I am
sorry to say that despite the devoted efforts of some public spirited
citizens of vision, our State is lagging behind. In the matter of
improving the health standards of our people we are sadly deficient.
It is true that in recent months we have taken steps toward
solution of some of our more pressing problems. We have won
some important gains, such as the teacher clinic-hospital here, the
half-million-dollar cancer control clinic, new standards for hospitals,
all inaugurated in 1947. This year, an appropriation of $1,890,000.00
was made to the respective counties for the erection of hospitals
and health centers, and to match Federal funds for this purpose.
Added to the 1947 appropriation of a similar nature, this means
that a total of $3,660,000.00 has been set aside for hospitals and
health purposes since my inauguration. Of that amount, each county
receives a total of $50,000.00, plus $8,000.00 for each member
of its county legislative delegation.
It has been brought to my attention that some counties in the

State have diverted some of these funds for other purposes not
intended in the Act. I hope each of you will exert an influence on
your county legislative delegation to use this money for hospitals
and health centers, and for nothing else.
The gains I have mentioned are permanent ones. But the job is
far from done. The great work of improving our health situation
has barely been started. That is one reason for my being with you
today. I wanted you to know what is going on in your State. I
wanted you to see the true picture, and I wanted to ask your help.
There are some things about health conditions in South Carolina
which I would rather leave unsaid. But I cannot conscientiously
do so. In 1946, 16,000 mothers of our State gave birth without the
attendance of a doctor. In our elementary schools, 90 to 95 per
cent of the children need dental attention. We have the fifth
highest percentage rank in venereal diseases. 15 of our counties

are completely without acceptable hospital facilities. Of the 78
general, allied, and special hospitals in the State, only 29 per cent
were fully approved by the American College of Surgeons in 1946.
In the matter of hospitals, we are very deficient. Based on
national surveys, in order to care for the needs of its people, a
State should have 4~ general hospital beds per 1,000 persons, five
beds for mental patients per 1,000 persons, two beds for chronic
diseases per 1,000 persons, and 2~f beds per annual death of
tuberculosis. On this basis, here is what we actually need: 4,308
general hospital beds; 4,415 mental patient beds; 3,706 chronic
disease beds, and 1,052 tuberculosis beds. Therefore, we need 13,481
beds more than we now have, if we meet national standards.
Another alarming condition is that we do not adequately care
for our mentally ill. Although the beds occupied by the mentally
ill of the State today total more than all other hospital beds combined, we are 4,415 beds short. There is also an acute shortage of
psychiatrists capable of caring for these unfortunates.
But perhaps the greatest human need in our State today is for
doctors, nurses, pharmacists and dentists. South Carolina now has
only one doctor for every 1,659 persons, while the minimum should
be one for each 1,000 persons. We have one nurse for every 982
persons, while the national average is one for every 357 persons.
And we have one dentist for every 5,541 persons, while we should
have one for every 2,000 persons.
Perhaps the outstanding reason for our shortage of doctors is
the fact that so many of our communities cannot or have not
provided the proper hospital, clinical, and laboratory facilities to
enable a doctor to do the skillful job that he has been trained to
do. A physician cannot bring the advantages of modern medical
science to his patients without the proper equipment. Consequently,
he must be near to medical f a G i 1 i t i e s if he is to be a modern
physician.
But another important reason for the shortage of doctors is that
so many physicians who receive their training in this State remove
to another State to establish a practice. According to a survey
reported by Dr. A. M. Lassek in 1943, only 67 per cent of the 1,102
living graduates of our State Medical College were located in this
State. 364, or 33 per cent, of them were registered outside the State.
Dr. Lassek reported that the most important factor in the
distribution of medical men in South Carolina may be an economic
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one. He found that about three-fourths of our doctors are practicing
in our towns and cities, where they can serve only about one-third
of the population. Not only that, but he reported over half of our
doctors are living in the largest cities and are serving only 15 per
cent of the population. In the cities, of this State, we have one
doctor for every 395 persons, while in the rural districts we have
only one doctor for each 4,082 people. This can mean only one
thing: That many of our people are suffering for lack of medical
attention.
Despite the tendency of doctors to specialize, we are short of
specialists, too. Dr. Lassek found no physicians in the State practicing in eight important full-time specialties.
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Some State legislative bodies have lately become more interested
in medical matters, and particularly in the distribution of physicians, because of rural shortages. If we analyze this question of
distribution, it may be seen that the State bears the main cost of
the student's medical education in tax-supported institutions. This
is done without any assurance that the graduates will locate within
the State. In the case of our own State, about two-thirds of the
cost of a medical education is borne by the State. The 1948 General
Assembly acted to help alleviate the shortage of doctors in rural
areas when it created 10 scholarships to the Medical College. These
scholarships are to be awarded on the basis that recipients agree
to practice in a designated rural area within this State, one year
for each year of the scholarship. It is hoped the future will bring
other legislation which will help.
But the principal opportunity to help our great State in its uphill
fight lies with the individual doctors themselves-the young
physicians whose careers of service lie ahead of them. It is my
conception that the business of the State is to furnish preventive
medicine to its people where needed. The fact that we do not have
enough physicians who can supply the curative medicine needed,
makes this inevitable. I want to encourage our doctors to cooperate
with the State Board of Health and the Public Health Services in
the preventive program now in progress.
But first and foremost, let me urge you to pursue your career
in South Carolina. Your future in this State can be a great one. All
the elements are here for profitable and gracious living. With the
great number of industries now being developed in our State, with
the business and agricultural growth making itself felt on every
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hand, with an unheralded expansion of commerce, and with the
balance of trade turning in our favor, all of which are bringing
about rising incomes, it is evident that your success is assured in
South Carolina. We realize that many of you will take your postgraduate training outside the state, but we hope you will remember
that there is an outstanding position of security and prominence
waiting for you here.
In conclusion, let me congratulate you upon choosing the noble
professions of medicine, nursing and pharmacy. You now begin to
practice a professional art which is respected by all men for its
honor and its integrity. You are the hope of this generation. We
know you will not fail your destiny. You deserve the commendation
of mankind, for you have chosen, "not to be ministered unto, but
to minister".
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